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Yminna posnouwamu ouckycito i opamu yuacmv 8 002080peHHI € Oyoce HeoOXIOHOH
HABUYKOI0 OJ1s1 BUKAAOAYI8 I MUX, X0 8UBYAE ananilcoKy mogy. OOHUM i3 HAUKpawux 6e6-000amKie
Y Haw uac € amepukancoka npoepama Voice Thread, sxa dozsonsne npedcmasumu ingpopmayiio ons
ayoumopii 6 Inmepnem, i,  wo Oinbul BaNCIUBO, 0YOb-XMO, OUBTAUUCL NPE3CHMAYIID, MOHCe
3anumamu c80i KomeHmapi, anomayii, 8i0eo/aydio 8i0N08ioi OJisi KONCHO2O CALOY.

Being a keen supporter of using IT in the classroom, | somehow neglected a
very simple, yet powerful tool-the microphone.

Most students have it built-in in their laptops, and by encouraging them to use
it as often as possible, the teacher helps them to overcome their fear of speaking in
public, by recording themselves students have a chance to improve pronunciation,
speaking skills, and correct each other.

To involve students in this activity, | needed some simple, but functional
programs that combined writing, speaking and presenting.

My first attempt was Photo Story 3 by Microsoft.

A very simple application that allows you to upload photos, type your
comments right on the photos, and record your voice comments. Also, you can
upload a music track to play as background music.

But after some time | realized | needed a different program as the above
program does not allow you to add comments by other participants, and therefore you
can’t generate a discussion.

Playing around with Masher.com, | came to the conclusion it does pretty much
the same as Photo Story.

The way out was found when | came across VoiceThread, the program that
allows you to make comments about a topic under discussion by typing them,
recording them either using a mikerophone or a webcam. You can invite all your
students to comment about the topic, and each of them will be able to read their
comments or listen to them.

| am grateful to VoiceThread team for giving me an opportunity to use
Professional version free for six months; it is enough time to familiarize yourself with
the potential of the program and show your students what a powerful tool
VoiceThread is.

My first presentation was about market research, the topic we were studying
with a group of second-year HR students at that time.

VoiceThread turned out to be very easy to use. | uploaded ten photos about
market research using the program search button linked to Flickr.

If you want to upload photos from your computer, this option is also available,
but you need to download photos from the Internet beforehand to be able to do that.
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Next, | recorded myself using a webcam. It is a nice option as students can see
you in flesh, commenting on the topic under discussion.

After that | invited students by sending them emails to join me and post their
comments. Just as | had expected, most of the students did not use a webcam or a
microphone to leave their comments. Accidentally-on-purpose I did not specify that |
would like students to post only their own comments, not the ones found on the web
or in a publication.

Some of them did exactly that-copied and pasted other people’s ideas. I had to
interfere and point out to this plagiarism, and asked students to redo their
presentations.

Just for the sake of experiment, | assigned a group of postgraduates to
comment on the topic ‘Making arrangements’. Prior to this, I had uploaded over
twenty photos related to the topic. The result was quite discouraging. Only one
student posted an audio comment, the rest just posted very short sentences
commenting about a few photos. Doodling, i.e. circling interesting parts or
underlying them, was out of the question.

This school year | am using a free version of VoiceThread as the Professional
version | used expired in June.

My conclusion is that even using a free version, students can make excellent
presentations on the topics they study. A case in point is a VoiceThread presentation
‘What Sergei N. should not do in his new job.” It is based on a unit we covered, and
its aim is to give me some practical advice by students on how to behave in a new
job. | deliberately uploaded only two photos, hoping that my students would continue
the story. Alas, this time they made a lot of audio and text comments, but only about
the first photo; only one student posted comments about the second photo.

After listening carefully to their comments, | found out that they had not
bothered to listen to their group mates’ comments. What seemed obvious to me, fell
outside the students’ interests.

This time | had to explain in much greater detail to the students the criteria |
base my evaluation of their presentations:

1. Students’ typed comments must be their own, not stolen from other people.

2. Students should not limit themselves to commenting about one photo only.

3. Students must always listen to other comments, and be able to sum them up.

4. Students, before uploading webcam and audio comments, should rehearse
them. If they prepare comments in advance, you can hear that right away.
Speaking about using a free version of the program, | would like to draw your

attention to the fact that if you already have three VoiceThread presentations, you
have to delete one of them to be able to make a new one. It is a bit sad, but still gives
you enough stimuli to keep on using VoiceThread.

| try to use VoiceThread presentations for each unit we cover, especially the
case studies at the end of a unit. You can make VoiceThread presentations about a
million things. The more interested your students are the better a presentation will be.

A couple of weeks ago, at a long last, a few students asked me to assign them
to prepare a VoiceThread presentation about ‘Secrets to being a successful manager.’
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This time there were a lot of audio comments, typed ones, but the most interesting
was a comment done in rap. The student just sang his tips in rap.
http://voicethread.com/share/2693261/

VoiceThread can be used by student teachers, higher education faculty, college
students, families, businesses, professionals, and anyone who is associated with a
group and needs a systematic way to discuss, share, and collect comments on a given
topic. Its uses are certainly cross-curricular and it can be integrated into any subject
or particular setting with these needs.

mgu Situating Action Research (1/4)

Practitioner inquiry, also refered to as teacher research or action research, is
defined as systematic, intentional study by teachers of their own classroom practice
(Cochran-Smith and Lytle, 2009). Inquiring professionals seek out change by
reflecting on their practice. They do this by engaging in a cyclical process of posing
questions or “wonderings,” collecting data to gain insights into their wonderings,
analyzing the data aiong with reading relevant erature, taking action to make
changes in practice based on new understandings developed during inquiry, and
sharing findings with others (Dana & Yendoi-Hoppey, 2009)
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