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A virtual community is a social network of individuals who interact through specific media, potentially crossing geographical and political boundaries in order to pursue mutual interests or goals. One of the most pervasive types of virtual community include social networking services, which consist of various online communities.The term virtual community is attributed to the book of the same title by Howard Rheingold, published in 1993. The book, which could be considered a social enquiry, putting the research in the social sciences, discussed his adventures on The WELL
 and onward into a range of computer-mediated communication and social groups, broadening it to information science.

Internet provides infinite possibilities for creating of virtual communities. Firstly it is easier to find other people with similar interests in the internet. Secondly acquaintance and communication are easier too because people feel themselves more comfortable and at ease. Thirdly technologies for creating of virtual communities (forums, chats, blogs and blogging platforms, wiki, broadcasts, skypecasts) are easy to deploy and use. Most everybody can do their own community today.

Virtual communities are very popular right now and their popularity has been increasing steadily. Social networking sites are the shining example of that. Most popular Russian social networking sites have dozens of millions. For example, Vk (Vkontakte.ru) has more than 70 millions of registered accounts. International networking site Facebook has more than 400 million active users from all over the wold. Virtual communities can be based on specific interests or some uniting factors, such as a theme (sports, economics, culture), geographic location (city, country, etc.), industry-specific knowledge (marketing, right).

There are many students studying in DSTU. Some of them came from abroad. You can meet foreign students almost in every class. A lot of them have already graduated from our university and returned to their native lands. They could have some problems with entering the university or with studying in it. They can know about some international or local assistance programs. And they could share this information with other. Also they can communicate, share experiences, look for qualified employees after graduating. So it seems good and necessary to create and support virtual community for foreign students of DSTU.
Aims of virtual community of foreign DSTU students:

1) Providing information about entering the university to entrants (requirements, documents, general information).

2) Providing students possibility of communication between each other, information and photo exchange.

3) Liaising with foreign university graduates and tracking their progress.

4) Providing users of the site information on foreign graduates of DSTU and their achievements as well as their native countries.

5) Providing entrants possibility to get information from their compatriots, from people who speak with the same language.

6) Forming corporate culture of DSTU graduates
Information system of virtual community of foreign DSTU students consists of two parts - client and server. 
The server component is a relational database containing information about the entrants, foreign students and graduates. The client component is a dynamic website, which must meet the aims and provide the following features: registration; creation and modifying profile; providing useful information for foreign students; communication between registered users; obtaining information on foreign DSTU students and their home countries; obtaining information on foreign DSTU graduates and their achievements; viewing information about the home countries of foreign students; using search system. At the moment prototype of information system exist with a partially implemented functionality as part of the Students and Graduates Association of DSTU. MySQL is used for database of information system. PHP, Action Script and Adobe Flash are used for site. The latter is used to implement an interactive map of the world, interacting with which you can obtain information about foreign students and graduates, as well as their home countries.
There are following plans in creation this information system: increasing and improvement of already implemented functionality; populating database with information about students and graduates; gathering information about students of our university from other countries, advertising virtual community among them and attracting them to cooperate and participate in community life.























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































