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High growth of international contacts, cross-cultural interactions and research-based cooperation between European countries impose stricter requirements on the quality of teaching foreign languages in post-secondary educational institutions. Nowadays only those of high English language proficiency and awareness of international cultures have a chance to be successfully involved in international relations within their specialist areas.

A competence-based approach to the foreign language studies learning outcome assessment is one of the ways to improve students’ educational activity, to increase level of their self-motivation to study foreign languages and to develop their ability of getting successfully in different team-based work and activities.

In our higher education, the word “competence” is understood in one of its meanings as the ability to do something to a required standard and criteria set for relevant specialist areas, as well as and to successfully solving problems of certain types. The competence is supposed to be based on appropriate knowledge and skill acquired and possessed by the student which allows him/her to arrive at required learning outcomes and to manage the situation in an appropriate way.
This word was first used in the above meaning in 1960s of the twentieth century in the USA where it was used in practice-oriented education and vocational training provided for professionals to make them competitive at their target employment market. Originally, much effort was made to replace their labour based on the skills they obtained, with mechanical or electronic machines or processes, that obviously did not provide any encouragement for the students to further develop their creative abilities and start growing as personalities. On the basis of the above, it was suggested that, further on, the word be used in two different meanings. One is “competence”, the other is “a set of competences”. As this took place, the word combination “a set of competences” became considered as a set of evaluation metrics for the student learning outcome assessment made on an individual basis to describe him/her as personality, with each of the above personalities being integral part of a relevant syllabus. This allowed them to acquire status of an independent means of assessment, when used as a set. [5].

The competences are used to assess academic performance of each particular graduate or professional and, therefore, to evaluate his/her chances to get access to an employment market. To make it possible, the graduate or professional involved shall acquire the following key competences: literacy in the mother tongue and English; information technology skills; problem-solving skills; flexibility and adaptability to innovations; self-motivation to and ability of life-long learning.

The purpose of the key competences is to prove that having a good command of a foreign language can enable people to cover their short-term and long-term needs, provided that they have managed to master communication skills based on spoken and written English to an extent sufficient for their practical use in everyday life and routine business activities. Used in a set, the competences can be used for comprehensive evaluation of quality of the professional activities. A set of competences is to be considered as a multi-purpose and individually-tailored packaged resource which is intended to facilitate interactions between individuals and their particular specialty environment. [4].

The competence-based teaching approach in education is understood as a method of education, aiming at developing student’s abilities which allow him/her to make solutions in a particular area of professional activity. They are the following:

· ability to find, study, select and process data required and to transfer the information;

· skills in interacting with those involved and ability to do work on a team basis; 

· skills in planning, survey, providing critical responses, self-criticism and making decisions in emergencies or/and uncertainties;

· ability to independently use appropriate methods and techniques for solving problems to arise.

While learning foreign languages, the students will develop particular competences by acquiring knowledge and skills to be later used in their professional activities. They will also master various techniques of carrying out various assignments containing useful information, acquire practical experience in effective decision-making and achieving targets set, which may include overcoming obstacles faced. Where at least one of such competences is not involved and/or included, it makes the whole set of competences insufficient to rely on.

Therefore, a competence-based approach in foreign language teaching develops concurrently with and independently from the existing teaching procedures based on traditional techniques which are aimed at providing limited knowledge, abilities and skills. This allows no possibilities for the students sufficient for using the foreign language in their further professional activities to an extent required. It happens mainly due to the competence-based educational approach being not used to an extent it should be to make the students’ performance competitive enough so that they meet today’s requirements of the employment market.

















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































